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Jo-ann McMeekin 
9 Culmington Mansions 
Culmington Road 
Ealing, W13 9NA 
United Kingdom. 

Sr. Patricio Aylwin Azocar, 
Presidente de la Republica 
de Chile 
Palacio de la Mbneda 
Santiago 
Chile 

Dear Sir, 

I am writing on behalf of the Ealing group of Amnesty 
International, a worldwide and impartial Human Rights 
organisation. 1992 is being marked in a number of countries as 
the 500th anniversary of the arrival of Europeans on the 
continent. It therefore seems a particulary appropriate time to 
highlight concerns about human rights violations against 
indidgenous peoples in what is now known as the Americas. I am 
always concerned ábout the violation of anyone's timan rights 
and my concern wdll not diminish when 1992 is over. 

This concern includes the case of Nelson Wladimiro Curinir 
Lincoqueo. On October 5th, 1973, Nélso Curinir was taken from 
his home by a group of armed men in air force uniform. He was 
last seen alive at the air force base in Maquenhua. Witnesses 
have testified that Nelson Curinir has bcon taken out of the air 
force base by members of the air force in the early hours of 
13th October, 1973. His body was found on the banks of the 
River Cautin in 1973 but he had bcon buried as "NN" (name 
unknown). In November 1990 Nelson Curinir's body was exhumo-d 
and identified by his family. The autopsy report revealed that 
he had been shot in the back of the head. A criminal complaint 
for homicide was presented to the courts in 1991. 

I welcome the investigations into his killing and I hope that 
the full truth will emerge and that those responsible for his 
death wdll be brought to justice. Amnesty International 
believes this must happen with respect to this and ah l human 
rights violations committed in Chile in arder to prevent such 
atrocities from recurring. Amnesty International believes that 
the amnesty law of 1978 consititues an obstacle to clarifying 
past abuses and preventing their recurrence and that the iaw 
should therefore be repealed. 

I endiose a copy of Amnesty International's recommendatins to 
governments in the Americals. 

YOurs respectfully and sincerely, 

r  inbehli;  

JO-ann MeMeekin 



Amnesty International is calling on the different governments of the Americas 
to take the following steps to protect the human rights of indigenous peoples: 

Initiate a national review in 1993 (the UN Year of Indigenous People) of 
whether international standards which protect the rights of indigenous 
peoples have been implemented. The rights examined should include ahl 
fundamental civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights. 

Investigate all reports of human rights violations against indigenous peoples 
and bring those responsible to justice. No impunity for violations should be 
permitted under any circumstances. 

Ah l detainees should be brought promptly before a judge, and be given 
regular access to lawyers, relatives and doctors. Ensure that all prisoners are 
treated humanely and that special needs of indigenous detainees are 
respected. 

Protect victims and witnesses who give evidence of human rights violations. 

Guarantee that land disputes will be quickly and justly resolved. 

Instruct security forces that basic human rights must be protected under all 
circumstances, including internal conflict or other national emergency. 

Prevent the forciblé return of any person to a country where he or she 
would risk serious human rights violations. 

Make human rights education rnaterials available in indigenous languages 
and ensure that indigenous peoples are aware of their rights. 

Consult indigenous peoples about all matters affecting their protected rights. 

Take measures to end discrimination_against indigenous peoples, which has 
been a key factor in human rights violations against them. 
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