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Dear Sra Huerta, 

Upon my return home yesterday after several weeks away - 
which accounts for the regrettable delay in my reply - I read, 
with enormous pleasure and a profound sense of the great honor 
done me, the invitation from President Elect Patricio Aylwin 
Azócar to attend the inaugural ceremonies on March 11 to March 
13. 

Because I would so much have enjoyed the opportunity to 
attend, it is with great disappointment that I am compelled to 
say that during that precise period, by virtue of an obligation 
of some months standing, I shall have to be in the United 
States. 	Ironically, though perhaps fitting in the 
circumstances, I had accepted an invitation to be the keynote 
speaker and participant at a conference on transitions to 
democracy. 

I hope you will convey to President Elect Aylwin my deep 
appreciation for the honor conferred on me by his invitation. 
Because of an attachment formed many years ago to Chile, her 
people, and her democratic tradition, I find the peaceful and 
orderly re-establishment of democracy in your country enormously 
heartening, and an inspiration and example to democrats 
throughout the world. 

Sincerely yours, 

Robert A. Dahl 
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