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Mr. Frank Potter, July 9, 1992
Canadian Executive Director,

The World Bank and intemational Finance Corp.,

1818 H Street, Washington, D.C. 20433, USA

i have followed with interest the work of the World Bank, especiallL as it
cancerns projects in poorer countries of the world. Recently | have ~ead
about the proposed dams for the Bio-Bio River in Chile, and corsideration
baing given by the Bank t3 assist in funding this work. | am su-e that | do
not need to elaborate details for you, but | wish tc reprasent saveral stron)
concerns | have.

| understand that the peoale most directly affected, the Pehuenche, have not
had their interests protected, that dams on this river will destroy the'r way
of life and livelithood. | urge the Bank to refuse finances for this work until

proper consultation with this People ensures their concerns arz honcured.

I understand that some waork has already gone forward, but no adequete
compensation hes been paid local people who have suffered loss. | urge the
Bank to re‘use any funds to the Chilean electric utility doing this wcrk
uniess and until back payments to these people have been made

Finally, | understand that feasibility studies concerning economic, env ren-
mental anc social effects of the proposed dams have nol been made putlic.
The Chilean public most directly concerned thus heéve been excluded from
debate on a very contentious issue. Disclosure of these reports is essential
if the Bank is to promote democratic decision-making.

Some Canadians, of whom | am one, believe the World Benk must act o0
sLpport justice svherever it is asked to be involvec. This projezt in Chle
seems at present to be sadiy lacking in that guality.

/ Sincerelt,
c.¢President Patricio Aylwin e
Santiago, Chile A A g o
Jaime Toha Gonzalez Robert Wwild
Ministro President, Santiago. Hedger Rd. RR 4, Ganges. BC

The Hon. D. Mezankows<i, MP., Ottawa Caneda, VYOS 1EC
Lewis T. Preston, Washington, D.C.




