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"@lf:f»iffla que B - nombre del Mlnisterio ha tenido la. centileza de‘ con- ,

‘wffsultarzmi.opinlén acerca de . d;versos aspectos del préximo V1a—T'

tff-:)e de
¢;gi6n del Asia Pacffico. .
- relicito a usted pox este lnlclativa, yquuef
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“.mi juioio es muy POSithO que el Gobierno recabe 108 puntos de
Wiflvista de quiencs “han- estudlado esta 4rea para el mejor éxito
'*ngde 1as acthLdades dlplométicas que se estdn preparando.’- _
R “Coincido, con el planteamiento de U carta en el

f;ffggqjiLfSehtido'de priorizar los aspectos econémicos de - nuestras relawvf

' “i_go antecedentes gue aportar fuera de agquellos. que ya estén enj

Agradezco sxnceramcnte su carta de . t de julio Gt 7 <

'iel Presidente de la Republlca y comitiva a la effgfi“'

§ con: 1a regiun.. SQbrc el . ‘particular 10 tcngo, sin embar: ,'

i\ﬂ“”*gsu conocimLenLo a través de los canales regulares ¢ de’ 135 mea~[ff

'f}presariales.,, R , KRS :
e T '~“”-’?ﬁ,f En- uuanLu al ltinexario, he cumprobado con Satl“:W
jtuffaccion que. i sugerencia de incluir a singapur;’ hechagA_ ‘

‘VAJadas dc Pro. Chile ¥, de las comunicacmones con. 1os com;tés ema: ;

"imente Yy pox: escrito-al, sefoy ‘Ministro y a asted, ha ‘sido 3 L

da. Ello redundaré, sin duda, en una visxén més acabada -aun—',e

L Sk RN/\Rl)/\ M()RINNO e " et . L . | ;
e LFONO: 204 75 70 e - o o e e "
C l ‘((0))"250255 E PR b : P, T B 0 it
‘ l’ROVlDENCM N : i
yoat L Neo \



16 :@84 CORP. LIEBEERTAS =Z2=2S@9= =

:G'ﬂf roﬁ%bibwf””f JoE T 3. A1 L LR
SLIBERTAS - - - .
4todav;a parcia1~ del sudeste agidtico. ;"‘jf"f‘3~3?~“§' "
b by ; . Me preocupa,. sin embargo, que el Pr951donte de la
iwifRepublioa Visite la Repiblica Popular China. Aun roconociendo
| 'ﬁ@fla importancia demogréfica de ese estado, me parece que Chile
, Hffcarece“de intereses geopolfticos ‘en Asia que justifiquen,;.en |
e  ;nombre\de un “clerto. realismo polftico, pasar por: Q;L°;¥°s nega-jfﬁ

‘”f}ﬁcentrales para ‘huestxo palsg, como la democracia Yy el pluralismo
P _{polftiqo,,los derechos humanos, el respeto a 1§stmin?;§§§#§;ni--
. ;,_cas"’y;otwb, - s =y R 1 S

e . PR Considero que en as actuales circunstancias polf:

'“;fticas quc vxve ‘China, donde una gerontocracxa comunlsta se afe-"
‘Vrra'al poder mediante la represidn, es un gesto: pdl[LiCO erré-
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 t1vos antecedcntes polfticos del actual Gobierno. chino'en temasr_f55 

’realizar una visita presidencial, toda vez que elia puedet(}EE

'1perjudicar las perspectivas de una relacmén fructffera oon un.-’Fh

'7f5eventual nuevo l1iderato chinos
: 1 .. En el aspacto econdmico, como es. sabido;!la 1mpor
e los vfnculos con la Republlva Popular Chlna no resiSw.}

; de una visita ‘al mds alto ‘nivel politico. _
L  Aungue usted ny e la consultads asered dcl punto

‘i‘pa;acxén con otros, como los que existen con Taiwan y con
pdfsba- Su ¢ultivo ¥ des arrollo no requiere,‘po; 10 dP»'“"

. cn que me ‘he. concentrado,' sino scSlo de c,ventuales iéeas para el

Lot g cer,presonte 108 ‘reparos axriba expresados. “wsgi-q.“"'
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Le. agradezco ‘nuevamente su oportuna consulta.,.“

Saluda muy atentamente a usted, :-" }{f'  Tg
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ARTS, BOOKS AND SPORT

on other planets, for instance—were the
dream of von Neumann’s immediate suc-
cessors. The question is whether such crea-
turcs might come to regard the humans
which created them as parasites in their
turn. And what they would do about it.

Chinese communists

Blood stained

LAOGAI: THE CHINESE GULAG. By Hongda
Harry Wu. Westview Press; 247 pages;
£23.50 and $34.95

TEARs OF BLoop: A Cry FOR TIBET. By
Mary Craig. HarperCollins; 374 pages;

- £17.95

HINA has a terrible record on human

rights. It holds 15m people in labour
camps and executes around 20,000 people
each year. Thedeath penalty is applied for
crimes as insignificant as the illegal export
of cultural relics and works partly through
quotas allocated to each province. Chinese
military power also holds captive millions

x

OF COURSE, AS WE CHINESE MOVE
TOWARD CAPITALISM , WE
RETAIN SOME of THC
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of people in Tibet, Xinjiang and Inner
Mongolia. It remains a mystery why these
evilshave attracted so little attention. Part of
the explanation is a reluctance of outsiders
to make too much of China’s cruelties lest
they jeopardise opportunities for invest-
ment and trade.

Baltic parable

ITHUANIA is a small country

of three languages and cul-
tures—Lithuanian itself, Polish,
and Russian, the language of the
eternal oppressor. The enmity be-
tween Lithuanians, both Lithua-
nian-and Polish-speaking, and the Rus-
sians has a long history, and Lithuania
was the first of the Baltic states to declare
its independence from the Soviet
Union. Tadeusz Konwicki puts all these
themes in their proper historical context
inanovel*setin rural Lithuaniaadozen
or so years after the failed uprising of
1863. The story has a superficial simplic-
ity but, as in Chekhov, the smallest and
most inconsequential of details proves
to be of great significance.

Its central character,
Konwicka, is the daughter of a Lithua-
nian yeoman whose involvement in the
failed uprising has caused him to be de-
prived of his lands and manor house.

ried young woman of 30 who feels op-
pressed by her circumstances. She is be-
trothed to an ageing aristocrat whom she
despises for his girlish beauty and self-
indulgence. When a wandering Jew,
with a shock of red hair, erupts into her
rural isolation, she recoils with horror.

* “Bohin Manor". Faber & Faber; 240 pages; £14.99.
Farrar, Straus & Giroux; $19.95

Helena

Helena is a hopeless, rudderless, unmar-

But she is also driven towards
him, fascinated by impulses that
seem irrational.

There is suspicion every-
where: the Russian-speaking
chief of police, for example, who
dashes about sniffing out subversive ele-
ments—among whom, of course, is that
wandering Jew. Even the old parish
priest, once a seemingly harmless collec-
tor of Belorussian folk songs, is under
surveillance. And all this turbulent inac-
tivity, including the heart-searching by
Helena, goes on in the strange back-
woods of 19th-century Lithuania, all
marsh and endless forest, with an atmo-
sphere of foreboding and superstition.

The book is in part a political para-
ble. The reader’s thoughts are pitched in
this direction by the voice of the narrator
who s telling the story of Helena. It is his
own grandmother whom he is writing
about. Heis reaching back to her, seeking
clues to the identity ofa woman he never
knew. And suddenly, by the use of that
small tactic, past becomes present in the
reader’s mind: those tensions associated
with the rise of national feelings; the
voice of that gruff Russian police chief;
and the terrible sense of oppression
when no one feels free, nothing seems
possible—and the heat of summer con-
spires to weigh down like an iron upon
the reader’s forehead.

The Christian Sclence Monitor
Los Angeles Times Syndicate

A comprehensive account of Chinese
behaviour is still awaited. It docs the people
of Tibet no particular good to have yet an-
other paean to the virtue of the Dalai Lama,
like Mary Craig’s, when part of the reason
that Tibet is under Chinese rule is that
Lamaist Buddhism failed to provide good
government. A more sophisticated study of
the politics and economics of Chinese rule
might even demonstrate effective ways for
outsiders to help Tibetans and other Chi-
nese minorities.

Mr Wu’s effort is not so disappointing.
After nearly 20 years in Chinese labour
camps, he is remarkably academic in his
analysis of the scale of the Chinese Gulag.
Although he is often vague about his sources
for viciousness he did not see, he still pro-
vides the most comprehensive documenta-
tion of where and how China handles its
prison population. Mr Wu’s explanation of
why China behaves like this falls back on
ideology, a plainly unsatisfactory approach
when Chinese economic ideology has

" changed so drastically even while its ruling

Communist Party has remained in power.

In fact,one of Mr Wu’s most unexpected
revelations is the part played by prison la-
bour in China’s surge into the international
market economy. The Gulag makes so much
money that it more than covers its costs.
One of the reasons for the success of joint
ventures with China is the fact that prison
labour is so cheap.

Enthusiasm for China’s market econ-
omy fades as one contemplates the map of
labour camps in Guangdong province, the
richest part of China’s Gold Cpast and in-
creasingly integrated with the international
economy. But then it is the people in Hong
Kong who are happy to buy organs for trans-
plant from prisoners in Guangdong, the tis-
sues being matched before the “donors” are
executed. Even before 1997, Hong Kong and
China are well on the road to one unpleas-
antkind of convergence.
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