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Excelencia i

Es con gran humildad, y al mismo tiempo con profundo reconocimiento y orgullo personal,
que acuso recibo del saludo navideno que V.E. tuvo la gentileza de enviarme en estas fiestas
de fin del pasado ano.

Como V.E. puede saber, Chile a traves del Embajador en Pretoria, me concedié la Orden
Bernardo O’Higgins (en el grado de Oficial}. Ya no soy joven, estoy cercano a los setenta
y tres anos de edad. Al mirar mi carrera pasada me es grato senalar que el honor que
vuestro pais me ha otorgado, pais de la cuenca del Pacifico - tan lejano del nuestro que
enfrenta hoy grandes desafios constituye el hito mas importante de mi vida y carrere
profesional.

Con el mayor respeto hacia V.E., senora Leonor, vuestro pais y vuestro gobierno
permanezco,

Con especial aprecio, /
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THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF CHILE
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Your Excellency

It is with great humility that | acknowledge, but at the same time with profound appreciation
and personal pride, the Christmas greetings which you graciously sent me during this past
Festive Season.

As you may have been told, your Embassy in Pretoria, through His Excellency your
Ambassador, bestowed upon me the Order of Bernardo O’Higgins (Officer Grade). | am not
young any more - approaching 73 years of age. When | look back on my career - | am
pleased to say that the bestowal of your Country’s honour - a country on the Pacific Rim and
so far from us here - a country which is presently beset with enormous problems, it is the
high-water mark of my professional life and career.

My great respects to you and Madam Leonor, your Country and Government.

| remain

Yours very respectfully

Hhor
NATHAN BLOCH
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