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Dear Sir,

Year 1992 is being marked as the 500th anniversary of the arrival
of Europeans in the American continent. It therefore seems a
particularly appropriate time to highlight concerns with respect
to unresolved human rights violations against indigenous people.

Indigenous people make up some six per cent of Chile’'s
population. The largest of the several indigenous groups is the
estimated 600,000 to one million Mapuche Indians who after the
1973 coup d’etat have been treated with extreme cruelty —many
have been arrested, tortured, killed and "disappeared"—by the big
landowners,the land barons, the military and the carabineros.

One example of such inhuman treatment is the extrajudicial
execution of Nelson Wladimiro Curinir Lincogueo in 1973 after he
had been arrested by an armed group of men in air force uniform.
After the restoration of democratic government in Chile in March
1990 his case was presented to a civilian court for investigation

I wish to welcome the still going on investigations into his
killing and express the hope that the full truth will emerge and
those responsible for his death will be brought to justice. I
believe that this must happen with respect to this and all human
rights violations committed in Chile in order to prevent such
attrocities from recurring. 1 believe however that the amnesty
law of 1978 constitutes an obstacle to clarifying past abuses and
preventing their recurrence and should therefore be repealed.

Yours sincerely, hj&bV?ijx’ <; "é&- le@f\
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