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Santiago, Chile 

Your 7xellency, 

I am always concerned about the violation of anycne's human rights. 

In a number of countries, 1992 is being marked as the 500th anniversary 

of the arrival of Europeans on the continent. Therefore, it seems a 

particularly appropriate time to highlight concerns with respect to 

unresolved human rights violations against indigenous peoples of what is 

now called the Americas, including the case of Nelson Wladimiro Curinir 

Lincoaueo. My concern will not diminish when 1992 is over. 

I am extremely concerned about the extrajudicial execution of 

Nelson Wladimiro Curinir Lincoqueo. I welcome any investigations 

into bis killing and hope that the full truth will emerge and that those 

responsible for his death will be brought to justice. Amnesty Inter-

national believes this must happen with respect to this and all human 

rights violations committed in Chile in order to prevent such atrocities 

from recurring. Amnesty International believes that the amnesty law 

of 1978 constitutes an obstacle to clarifying past abuses and preventing 

their recurrence and therefore the law should be repealed. 

I hope that you consider what I have written. Thank you very much. 

Sincerely, 
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December 27, 1992 

Sr. Patricio Aylwin Azócar 
Presidente de la República 
Palacio de la Moneda 
Santiago, Chile 

re: Nelson Wladimiro Curinir Lincoqueo=  
Mapuche Indians and Other Indigenous Peoples  

in Chile 

Dear Mr. Presidente: 

I have read with dism* about the murder of Nelson Wladimiro Curinir 
Lincoqueo, a Mapuche Indian. I understand that the National Commission 
of Truth and Reconciliation presented the case to a civilian court for 
investigation in 1990, and that a criminal complaint for homicide was presented 
to the courts in 1991. His murderers have never been puniáhed. 

I also understand that it was not your government that did this and 
other horrendous crimes against your indigenous peoples. However, I am 
writing to ask you to take special steps to help your native peoples 
which I understand make up six per cent of your population. 

Perhaps you think it impertinent of a "gringo" to be writing. This is 
probably especially annoying to you in view of the mistreatment of Native 
Americans/Indians in my own country. Well, believe me, I write to 
the American government too. The situation concerning the Native 
Indigenous Peoples in the Western Hemisphere is appalling to me and 
many like me. 

I try to do my part to help. However, I am not so fortunate as you are---
as head of your country you can do mudh to reverse the sad plaight of 
the Indigenous Peoples of Chile. 

Respectfully yours, 

Myria Lefferts 
6420 East Tropicana Ave. #511 
Las Vegas, NV 89122 
U.S.A. 
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